STAMFORD
SUMMER
SCHOOL 2018

JULY 21ST – AUGUST 4TH

12-17 YEAR OLDS

A RANGE OF
DIFFERENT
NATIONALITIES

BASED IN THE
BEAUTIFUL TOWN OF
STAMFORD

EXCURSIONS TO
LONDON, LINCOLN,
CAMBRIDGE AND
ALTON TOWERS

Stamford, Lincolnshire
Dear All,
We are pleased to bring you our programme details for 2018,and hope you
can join us in the lovely town of Stamford for two weeks of highly stimulating
activities that will enhance your knowledge of English and help you use the
language more confidently and effectively.

+44 (0)770 204 5761
david-bond@hotmail.co.uk
www.stamfordsummerschool.co.
uk/
Follow us on Facebook and
Instagram :
@stamfordsummerschool

The Students
There are usually about 50 students aged
12-17 taking part in the course, from 5-6
different countries.
Some students come as a group with
their own leaders, others as individuals or
with friends. Whichever you are, you will
be encouraged from the beginning to mix
and integrate with all the different
nationalities taking part.

Teachers and Leaders
We have a wonderful continuity of staff; a majority of the teachers and leaders have worked at the Summer
School for several years, (and some were originally students!) so they are already fans of what we do and
subscribe wholeheartedly to making sure the course is a success for everyone taking part.

Accommodation and Board
The students live with Stamford families who are well
known to us as being good hosts and will always do their
best to make sure the students staying with them are well
and happy.
Students have their breakfast and evening meal at home,
and bring a packed lunch to school and when we go on
excursions.
There are usually two or three students living with each family, and whenever possible, we try to mix
nationalities, though friends can choose to live together if they wish.
If you have certain dietary requests, such as being vegan, vegetarian, lactose intolerant or requiring gluten
free food, please let us know as we have host families who are used to catering for such requirements.

Stamford
Stamford (90 miles north of London) is a
market town of great antiquity and charm,
with its many lovely stone buildings and
medieval churches.
In the past 30 years in particular there have
been many books, articles and TV
programmes singing its praises and saying
what a delightful place it is to live in.
Not only its beauty but also its relatively small size means it's ideal for Summer School students because they
quickly get to know their way around, and soon feel at home in its friendly atmosphere.

Learning English
For learning English in classes, we divide the students into 3 groups by age:

- Junior. 12-13yrs
- Middle 14 yrs
- Senior. 15-17 yrs

There are 15-20 students per group, each of which is taught by 2 teachers and a support assistant. The
number in each class is therefore 8-10 students.
Each group has its own learning objectives which are planned in advance by the teachers concerned, in
consultation with the senior tutor.

Music
Music has always played an important part
at the Summer School, and we are
fortunate to have an enthusiastic music
teacher as our course leader.
Our students learn many well-known songs,
and some that are specially written for
them; it's worth mentioning that linguistic
research at several universities has shown
that singing is invaluable in boosting a
learner's confidence and ability in their
acquisition of their target language.

Drama
Drama, sports, projects, social evenings and
excursions also play a big part in the English
acquisition process, and I will speak more of
those as we look at the course programme.

GO FORTH AND BE AWESOME!

Course Programme
Saturday July 21st – DAY 1
Airport Meetings

Our teachers will meet you at either London Stansted or London
Luton Airport, and accompany you to Stamford by coach or train.
Your host family will be waiting to greet you when you arrive, and
you will spend the rest of the day with them, relaxing and getting
to know your hosts.

Sunday July 22nd – Day 2
Getting to Know Everyone
You have breakfast at home, and your host family will give you a packed lunch to bring with you.
As you are not yet familiar with the town, your host family will either walk with you, or drive you to the course
base.
09.00 – Meet and Greet
The teachers and leaders will be there to greet you. Everyone
can spend 10-15 minutes chatting and getting to know one
another

09.30 - Songs and Games
We'll teach you 2-3 songs and play a couple of enjoyable games.

Class Groups
After a short break we'll divide you into your class groups, roughly according to your age.
You'll meet your class tutors who will encourage you to get to know one another as quickly as possible, and
they will tell what they are planning to do as far as learning English is concerned.
After a break for refreshments your tutors will take you on a short familiarisation tour of the central part of
the town.

12.00 - House Teams
Just as Harry Potter and his fellow students at Hogwarts were divided into 4 Houses, so it is at the Summer
School. Each house has a good mixture of ages and nationalities, and you, the students get to choose a name
that you think appropriate for your House.
Throughout the course there will be various games and competitions for which points are awarded; this
always leads to an exciting climax as the course nears its end, to see which House will be the winner.

Lunch Break 45 minutes.
The main shopping street is just 2 minutes away, so you can spend some of the time there if you wish.

Afternoon
We will inform you of the various afternoon activities available for you to take part in throughout the course,
and ask you to have a think about what you would like to take part in.
These include:

 Sports
 Crafts
 Music
 Media
 Film Making
 Drama
 Final course production
 First Aid

14.15
We'll walk down to the lovely wide open spaces of
Stamford Meadows, the perfect place to play games and
afterwards relax with an ice cream and chat to one
another in this idyllic setting.

15.30
The teachers and leaders will walk with you back to your host
families, so that you have a chance to become more familiar
with the route, and we can check that you are following the
correct protocol when crossing roads, (i.e. looking first to the
right).
You can then spend the rest of the day with your host family.

Monday July 23rd – Day 3
Assembly, Lessons, Activities and Social Evening

08.45 – Meet at base
09.00-10.00 – Assembly
Everyone together for songs, games and House competitions.

10.15 - 12.30 - English Lessons.
12.30 - 13.20 - Lunch
13.30 - 14.45 - Project work for the end of course presentation.
Choose from: Music, drama, film, crafts
15.00 - 16.15 - Choose from: sports, music, art and first aid
Dinner with your host family
19.30 - 21.15 - Social Evening, quiz and games
You will be escorted home by coach, taxi, or on foot.

Tuesday July 24th - Day 4
Assembly, Lessons and Excursion

08.45 – Meet at base
09.00 - 09.30 - Short assembly for songs and a game
09.45 - 10.45 - English Lesson
11.15 - Excursion!
Travel by coach to the city of Lincoln, the county
town (capital) of Lincolnshire.
We'll visit both the magnificent cathedral and the
adjoining castle with its wonderful views over the
city, as well as having time to enjoy the charming
mediaeval streets in the Steep Hill area of the city.
We'll be back in Stamford about 19.30

Wednesday July 25th – Day 5
Assembly, English Lessons, Activities and Relax!

08.45 – Meet at base
09.00 - 10.00 - Assembly
10.15 - 12.30 - English Lessons
13.30 - 14.45- Activities and practice for end of
course presentation
15.00 – 16.15 – Choose from: sports, music, art
and first aid.
This evening, relax at home with your host family

Thursday July 26th – Day 6
Assembly, English Lessons and Excursion

08.45 – Meet at base
09.00 - Assembly
10.15 - 12.30 - English Lessons
13.30 - Preparation for tomorrow's excursion to London
14.30 - Excursion!
Travel by coach to the nearby city of Peterborough, where you will have time to look round the shopping
centre, before we put your skills to the test at the bowling alley!

Back in Stamford around 20.00

Friday July 27th - Day 7
Excursion to the capital!
07.30 - Depart by coach
10.45 - Arrive at Camden Lock Market
Two hours to explore the fabulously exuberant venue where there's something for everyone to enjoy, with its
hundreds of shops and stalls selling fashion, art and food in a buoyant, joie de vivre atmosphere.

13.00 - Coach to Green Park
From here you have a choice of three options:

Option 1 - Sightseeing tour on foot, including a ride on the London Eye or a visit to the London
Aquarium
Option 2 – Sightseeing tour on foot, plus a visit to the Natural History Museum
Option 3 – Visit the Olympic Park and ride the slide at the ArcelorMittal Orbit

Option 1
Walk from Green Park to Buckingham Palace, then on through St. James Park to the Houses of Parliament
and Big Ben, and from there to the London Eye. We will give you time at each location to nail that perfect
Instagram picture.

The London Eye will take you on a 30 min trip high above London, giving you unparalleled views of the city
from above.
After the ride, continue your walk along the South Bank, crossing the River Thames at Hungerford Bridge, and
making your way to Trafalgar Square, with its famous Nelson's Column, lion statues and fountains.
From there it's a short walk to vibrant, traffic free Covent Garden with its many elegant shops and lots of
street entertainers to keep you amused and amazed. Like Camden Market, Covent Garden has its own very
distinctive buzz.
We shall be back in Stamford about 21.45.

Option 2
Walk from Green Park to Buckingham Palace then on through St. James Park to the Houses of Parliament
and Big Ben. We will give you time at each location to nail that perfect Instagram picture.
Then, we will take the underground to the Natural History Museum in South Kensington.

If you are interested in anything connected with the natural world, then this is the place to be. It's one of the
largest and best museums of Natural History in the world, particularly noted for its exhibition of dinosaur
skeletons. It's been called 'A cathedral of nature'
As well as the permanent displays there are always special exhibitions taking place, which we shall have
tickets for. In all, we shall spend 2 - 2.5 hours at the museum.
We will then take the underground to the vibrant and traffic free Covent Garden, with its many elegant shops
and lots of street entertainers to keep you amused and amazed. Like Camden Market, Covent Garden has its
own very distinctive buzz.
We shall be back in Stamford about 21.45.

Option 3
We will bypass the sightseeing today and go straight to The Olympic Park via the underground.
The Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park was built for the 2012 Olympics and has hosted some of the best sporting
moments the world has ever seen including Usain Bolt winning three gold medals, to add to his extensive
collection.

We shall tour some of the main venues and also visit the very distinctive and tall (114m) sculpture entitled,
The ArcelorMittal Orbit, which offers great views over the city, and where you have the option to, 'Ride the
Slide', the world's longest and fastest tunnel ride which takes you from top to bottom in 40 seconds, a ride
you'll never forget!
This was named as Time Out London’s number 1 thing to do in 2016.
We'll return by underground to the vibrant and traffic free Covent Garden. With its many elegant shops and
lots of street entertainers to keep you amused and amazed. Like Camden Market, Covent Garden has its own
very distinctive buzz.
We shall be back in Stamford about 21.45.

Saturday July 28th - Day 8

Relax!
You have been in Stamford for a week now,
busy everyday with activities and excursions
and it’s about time you had a lie in!
Having said that, we don’t want you lying
about all day, so we will meet in the
afternoon to partake in an activity of some
description. This afternoon comes under the
heading of tbc, meaning, 'to be confirmed'.
In July there are always many different kinds
of events going on in and around Stamford, and it may well be that there is something that is particularly
suitable and interesting for you. We shall know nearer the time what 'tbc' is going to be.
But we can promise - it will be fun!

19.30 - Ceilidh
Get your dancing shoes on! A Ceilidh (pronounced K-Lee) is a party where everyone dances in 2s, 4s, 6s, even
8s to traditional Scottish and Irish music. With a live band and a 'caller' to call out the steps it's a truly
fantastic evening where everyone has a whale of a time.
By the end of the night you will know the ‘The Flying Scotsman’ and ‘The Dashing White Sergeant’ off by heart.
These wonderfully named dances bring everyone together to enjoy a marvellous evening of fun and laughter.

We'll finish about 22.00 and escort you home skipping and dancing all the way!

Sunday July 29th - Day 9
A Day at Burghley

10.30 - Meet at base and walk to Burghley House and Gardens
Burghley House is a magnificent Elizabethan mansion set in beautiful parkland surroundings.
Completed in 1587, it was built by a local man, William Cecil, the first Lord Burghley, who for 30 years was
chief adviser, protector and counsellor to Queen Elizabeth 1; today we would probably call him Prime Minister.

Besides touring the lovely house, we shall
also play games, and visit the exciting and
entertaining Gardens of Surprises.

The amazing contents of the Garden of Surprises are hidden
from the outside – waiting to reveal their surprises to those who
enter. Features such as the moss house, the swivelling Caesar
busts, basins of water jets and the mirrored maze have been
designed to exude a real sense of fun. Opened in 2007 the
Historical Garden of Surprises is a fantastic addition to the
gardens at Burghley.

16.00 – Return to your host families and spend the evening at
home

Monday July 30th - Day 10
Assembly, English lessons, Excursion to Cambridge!

08.45 – Meet at base
09.00 - 09.45 - Assembly
10.00 - 11.00 – English Lessons
11.30 - Excursion

to Cambridge!

Cambridge is the home of one of the oldest and best universities in the world. Some of the finest college
buildings (Kings, Trinity, St. Johns) are in the very centre of the town, built alongside the idyllic River Cam.
12.45 – Arrive in Cambridge. Free time to explore the area around the marketplace

14.00 - Guided tour,
including a visit to the
largest college, Trinity.

15.15 - Free time for shopping
17.00 - Punting on the river Cam in the iconic flat
bottomed boats. The River Cam runs through the
heart of Cambridge enabling you to enjoy fantastic
views. King's College Chapel, the Wren Library at
Trinity College and the Bridge of Sighs, are just some
of the famous Cambridge landmarks you can expect
to see during this 45-minute chauffeured punt tour.
18.30 – Depart
20.00 – Back in Stamford

Tuesday July 31st - Day 11
Assembly, English Lessons, Activities, Disco

08.45 – Meet at base
09.00 - Assembly
10.15 - 12.30 – English lessons
13.30 - Activities and practice for end of
course presentation
15.00 - Sports, Music, Art, First Aid
19.45 - 22.00 – Disco time!

We will escort you home afterwards

Wednesday August 1st – Day 12
A Choice of Excursions!

Alton Towers
Alton is Britain's largest amusement park, set in the attractive surroundings of a country manor house.
It has all kinds of rides to suit all tastes; whether you prefer the scary, thrill-a-second type of experience or
something a little gentler and more sedate, Alton will keep you happy.
Last year, all 38 students who chose to go to Alton gave it a maximum 5 star rating, which says a lot about its
merits.
07.30 – Leave Stamford
10.00 – Arrive Alton Towers
Check back in with leaders at three hour
intervals, other than that feel free to ride
Nemesis as many times as you can!
18.00 – Leave Alton Towers
20.00 – Arrive back in Stamford

London
This is a day for those who are not so keen on amusement parks, and would prefer to go to the theatre to see
a musical.
07.30 – Leave Stamford
10.45 - Exploring the West End

It is commonly agreed there is no better or more satisfying way to get to know a city well than by exploring it
on foot and discovering many treasures en route.
The West End, as it has been known for 200 years is that area of Central London in which many of the city's
major attractions, shops, restaurants, government buildings and entertainment venues, particularly theatres,
are concentrated.

You will experience the following areas:
Covent Garden

Soho and Chinatown

The shopping streets of Oxford St, Regent St and Carnaby St

Leicester Square

Trafalgar Square, and the district known as 'Theatreland'

On our leisurely tour we will pass through all of them, and there will be plenty of time for you to browse in
shops and have refreshments en route. A real walk of urban discovery.

13.45 – Arrive at Garrick Theatre in Charing Cross Road for 'Young Frankenstein’
Theatre:
We are going to see a new musical comedy called
'Young Frankenstein' which opened in October to
very positive and enthusiastic reviews from
newspaper critics who praised its originality,
songs, fine acting, and most of all its humour.

21.00 – Arrive back in Stamford

Trailer - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fxqYTl5VQcU

Thursday August 2nd - Day 13
Assembly, English Lessons, Activities and a Barbeque.

08.45 – Meet at base
09.00 - 10.00 - Assembly
10.15 - 12.30 – English Lessons
13.30 – 15.00 - Activities and practice for end of course presentation
18.30 – Barbeque; delicious food in lovely surroundings, and the sound of song filling the air

Finish about 21.00, when we will
escort you home.

Friday August 3rd - Day 14
Assembly, Rehearsals; Host Families; Performance; Pizzafest; Farewells

10.15 - Meet at the Arts Centre for an assembly with a difference!
12.30 - Rehearsals for this evening's entertainment
14.30 – Finished for the afternoon
The rest of the afternoon is free for you to do any last minute things in town, and then go home to make sure
you have everything prepared for your departure

Host Family Evening
We invite the host families and their children and friends to share the evening with us

19.00 - Host families have pre-entertainment
refreshments, and the opportunity to chat to
leaders, teachers and other families
19.45 - Presentations of music, drama and film
that you have been preparing during the course

20.45 - Pizzafest
Lots and lots and lots of pizzas to share amongst
yourselves and the host families.
21.15 – Final assembly with music and mirth.
A last chance to sing the songs you have learned
and sung with such gusto during the course.
22.00 - We will escort you home

Saturday August 4th - Day 15
Departures
Our teachers will accompany you to London Stansted or London Luton Airport, either by coach or train.

“Almost implausibly perfect, its film-star beauty never fades”
(The Guardian Newspaper, published 17th November 2017)

Notes
This programme has been compiled 9 months prior to the course, and is based on what we've planned, and
current information. However, as I'm sure you appreciate, sometimes events overtake us that may
necessitate slight changes. You will be informed of any such changes.

Times
The times on excursion days in particular are based on past experience, and what we can predict based on
that. Circumstances can cause changes to those times

Prices
Please find the enrolment form applicable to you

