STAMFORD
SUMMER
SCHOOL 2022

JULY 24th –
AUGUST 6TH
13–17 year olds
A range of
different
nationalities
Based in the
beautiful town of
Stamford
Excursions to
London (twice!),
Cambridge and
Burghley House
Stamford, Lincolnshire

Dear All,
We are pleased to bring you our programme details for 2022, and hope you can

+44 0770 204 5761
www.stamfordsummerschool.co.uk

join us in the lovely town of Stamford for two weeks of highly stimulating
activities that will enhance your knowledge of English and help you use the
language more confidently and effectively.

Follow us on Facebook and
Instagram:
@stamfordsummerschool

Welcome
It has been a long time since we said goodbye to our students at the airport in August 2018. A lot has happened since then
and we have dearly missed our two weeks of fun, learning and merriment each summer. We are very hopeful that 2022 will
be the year we return to Stamford at the end of July to welcome you all to this quaint part of the world.
The Students
There are usually about 40 students aged 13-17 from different countries taking part in the course, from different countries.
Some students come as a group with their own leaders, others as individuals or with friends. Whichever you are, you will be
encouraged from the beginning to mix and integrate with all the different nationalities taking part.
Teachers and Leaders
We have a wonderful continuity of staff; a majority of the teachers and leaders have worked at the Summer School for several
years, (and some were originally students!) so they are already fans of what we do and subscribe wholeheartedly to making
sure the course is a success for everyone taking part.
Accommodation and Board
The students live with Stamford families who are well
known to us as being good hosts who will always do their
best to make sure the students staying with them are well
and happy.
Students have their breakfast and evening meal at home,
and bring a packed lunch to school and when we go on
excursions.
There are usually two or three students living with each
family, and whenever possible, we try to mix nationalities,
though friends can choose to live together if they wish.
If you have certain dietary requests, such as being vegan,
vegetarian, lactose intolerant or requiring gluten free
food, please let us know as we have host families who are
used to catering for such requirements.
Airport Meetings
Our teachers will meet you at London Stansted and accompany you to Stamford by coach or train.
Your host family will be waiting to greet you when you arrive: and look after you for the rest of the day.

Stamford
Stamford (90 miles north of London) is a market
town of great antiquity and charm, with its many
lovely stone buildings and medieval churches.
In the past 30 years in particular there have been
many books, articles and TV programmes singing
its praises and saying what a delightful place it is
to live in.
Not only its beauty but also its relatively small
size means it's ideal for Summer School students
because they quickly get to know their way
around, and soon feel at home in its friendly
atmosphere.

Music
Our students learn many well-known songs, and some that are specially written for them; it's worth mentioning that linguistic
research at several universities has shown that singing is invaluable in boosting a learner's confidence and ability in their
acquisition of their target language.

Learning English
Language
When you are in the country where your target language is spoken, you tend to
increase your knowledge of the language by absorbing it as a whole rather than through exercises focused on a particular
aspect of it.
Our aim therefore is to help this process of absorption in various ways.
The most obvious is the fact that from the moment you arrive you are going to be bombarded with English from all angles,
spoken in various accents and speeds, which can’t be decoded into nice, convenient grammatical or lexical subsections whilst
you form your equally nice reply.
It’s in the moment, and while for the first few hours it might sound like a load of gobbledegook you’ll find that the gentle
process of absorption soon kicks in, and individual words and sentence patterns become clearer. You are beginning to crack
the language code and we shall help accelerate this process in what we hope are interesting and stimulating ways ,and all
done by real human beings!
Music/Singing
There have been any number of university research
projects on the use of songs as a way of learning a
language, and they conclude that it can help considerably
because it’s enjoyable, immediately accessible, and
stimulates interest in wanting to learn more.
Students and staff have sung at the summer school
since 1982,and one particular song has been sung since
1988,and is still as popular as ever.
Assembly
The assemblies usually feature songs, a game or two, lots
of interaction between staff and students which are a lot
of fun, and all the information you need for the day. It’s a
kind of morning language exercise to get brains and
bodies twirling at top speed.

Varied aspects of English
In this part of the morning we try and focus on something about English that you are not likely to have met before .
This year for example we are proposing to look at:
Language is Music
Language is music in the sense that it has rhythm and melody, and every language has its own particular R&M.
We want to introduce you to different ways of practising the English brand of this particular phenomenon, which is both fun
and very useful in that it also introduces you to aspects of English spoken culture at the same time.
For example: You can be football supporters chanting slogans of support or opposition, or activists chanting for your rights or
cause. They all rely on rhythm and melody.
We can move on to the gentler world of nursery rhymes, superb examples of r and m ,and in the process you are learning
something of a cultural passage that English children go through.
We continue this process through verses of well-known poems, extracts from plays, reading a story to an audience and
extracts from famous speeches, until ultimately we will help you devise something of your own that you can present to other
students.
It’s a great topic and you can benefit from it in so many ways.
Laughter
‘Laugh, and the world laughs with you’ is a well-known
English expression, and we’ll discuss language associated
with laughter, and what kind of things make you laugh.
We’ll then move on to the art of telling simple jokes in
English, another great exercise in rhythm and melody, so
that when you return home you can cheerfully say to
your dad or mum,”Hey, Mum, Dad, have you heard the
one about the bloke who goes into a pub with a
giraffe……”.Think of it. Joy of Joys!
Slang
Slang. Great subject. We all use it every day when the
situation is right. Some slang is so popular it’s not even
slang anymore and becomes acceptable in more formal
situations.
We’ll look at slang in general, introduce you to a few
words and expressions you can use in any informal
situation, and in particular have a look at Cockney
Rhyming Slang, that fascinating specialty of people living in the East End of London.

Project Trailblazer
Let’s imagine that just before you came to Stamford your parents told you that next year they are planning to tour England on
holiday and they would like to spend a few days in Stamford .
They therefore asked if during your time in Stamford you could look round and find them a nice hotel where they could
stay, a pub to enjoy, places to eat, interesting shops, places nearby to visit, any kind of entertainment ,and so on.
So this is a kind of project for you to undertake, with our guidance of course. We will accompany you to the kind of places
your parents have in mind so that you can take photos and write descriptions and your impressions of what you’ve seen for
your parents You are their trailblazer, and in the process you will get a good insight into Stamford, its people, and what makes
it tick. Some of the trailblazing may take place at other times of day than the morning. It’s just a question of fitting in as much
as possible in the time available.

Excursions
There are excursions to Cambridge and London, which we visit twice, as well as a trip to Elizabethan mansion Burghley House,
and a performance of Romeo and Juliet at an outdoor theatre.
Cambridge
The world-renowned university city with its
magnificent colleges dating back hundreds of
years.
The day includes a chauffeured trip on the
iconic flat bottomed boats called punts which
enables you to pass close to many of the colleges
and learn about their history.
A lovely place and always a pleasure to visit.

London
‘When a man is tired of London, he is tired of life’
The above is an oft quoted statement by a well-known 18th century author, and though perhaps something of an
exaggeration, the city certainly still does have a great buzz about it that’s hard not to enjoy.
We’ve entitled our two trips :
‘Discovering London’ and ‘Exploring London’
Discovering London
To be more precise you’ll be discovering Central London and
The West End.
The ‘discovery’ aspect is that each tutorial group with the
guidance of their tutor and maps will be determining the best
way to travel by bus, tube(underground),and walking to see,
Buckingham Palace, Big Ben, St.James, or Green Park,
Trafalgar Square and Piccadilly Circus. They should also
include a visit to an art gallery or well-known museum in their
tour which begins at Baker Street underground station.

Refreshment breaks have to be included in the itinerary for which 4 hours are allowed, and the finishing point is in Argyll
Street near Oxford Circus.
At least two adults will accompany each tutorial group of 10-12 students.
Afterwards there will be time for about 1.5-2 hours to ‘discover’ the nearby shops in Oxford Street.
Exploring London
This trip takes us further to the east of London where our first stop is:
St.Paul’s Cathedral
The magnificent domed building designed by
Christopher Wren to take the place of the
original cathedral that burned down in The Great
Fire of 1666.
We’ll tell you more about that and this original
part of London known as ‘The City’ before we go
on the trip.

From there we’ll move on to the oldest surviving building in London, which is The Tower, dating from the 11th century. We
don’t have time to visit it, but we’ll stop for refreshments in the area around the Tower so you can take photos before we
board one of the River Thames leisure boats which will take us from Tower Bridge to Big Ben. On the way, there will be a
commentary on the various places we pass.

From there we walk across the river to the mighty:
London Eye
It’s only a few years old, but it’s already the most
popular place to go for London visitors with its
splendid views from a height of 130m of Big Ben and
The Houses of Parliament. You might describe it as
‘the high point’ of the course.

To finish the day, we’ll head to north London and the rip roaring atmosphere of:
Camden Lock Market
For an exciting mixture of music, colour and youthful energy where all kinds of goods and food are on offer.
Even if you buy nothing, it can’t help but make a big and probably lasting impression on you.
The above are our main trips, but there are others to enjoy.

Romeo And Juliet
Very close to Stamford is a well-known outdoor theatre which every summer stages plays by William Shakespeare and other
famous authors.
This year it’s the turn of Romeo and Juliet to be performed and provided the weather is reasonably warm we are quite
happy to buy tickets for anyone interested in seeing this famous play.
The audience do actually sit under cover, but the stage is in the open air and the actors sometimes get wet, but ‘the show
goes on’. It’s a great experience and we would of course make sure that you were well prepared about the story if you
wanted to go.

Burghley House
Just a mile from Stamford is this magnificent Elizabethan mansion, dating from 1587 and built by William Cecil, a local man
who was Queen Elizabeth’s 1 chief adviser and chancellor for 40 years.
We can visit the house and gardens, and enjoy the wonderful parkland where they are located.

Cost
The course price is £1625.00 including transfers from Stansted Airport.
The price is negotiable for groups.
If you would like to receive more information, either myself or any of those listed below will be pleased to help you.

England: David Bond – david-bond@hotmail.co.uk
Spain:
Andrea Casillas – andreaheca96@hotmail.com
Carlos Casillas – carloshernandezcasillas@hotmail.com
Austria: Lisa Krassnitzer - lisa.eschenauer@gmx.at
Denmark:
Flemming Lydiksen – flemming@lydiksen.com
Cecilie Kruse – ceciliekruse@hotmail.com
Italy: Maurizio Bottone – maubot52@tiscali.it

